Otogenic intracranial complications.
The ear has been recognized as a source of intracranial infection at least since the time of Hippocrates. Not much progress was achieved in the diagnosis and treatment of intracranial sepsis until the latter part of the 19th century when surgeons such as McEwan began a direct surgical attack on brain abscesses. While the advent of the antibiotics in the 1940's and 1950's made a significant reduction in the mortality of meningitis, the surgical treatment of brain abscess has not altered much since then. Newer diagnostic methods such as the CTT scan should help to reduce mortality rates which even recently have varied from 7-40 per cent for brain abscesses.